
PLAY SCOTLAND LAUNCHES SCOTLAND’S FIRST EVER PLAY 
COMMISSION

PRESS RELEASE

Play Scotland is delighted to announce the launch of Scotland’s first ever Play Commission.  
The Scottish Play Commission will examine the state of Play in Scotland through a series of 
conversations and events, supported by leading Academics and Practioners in Play from 
around the world and will formulate a number of key recommendations that should provide 
the framework for a National Play Strategy for the Scottish Government to consider.

The Scottish Play Commission is being funded by the Big Lottery Fund in partnership with 
Play Scotland.  It will be Chaired by Sue Palmer, Author of Toxic Childhood and launched on 
Thursday 13 th December at the Scottish Parliament by the Minister for Children and Early 
Years, Adam Ingram, MSP and Kathleen Marshall, Scotland’s Commissioner for Children 
and Young People.  

Minister for Children and Early Years Adam Ingram said:  “Having the chance to play and 
interact with others is great fun for children but it also teaches them vital life skills. Learning 
about relationships and risk is a key part of children’s emotional and physical development 
and we want to help all of our young people get the best start in life. That’s why we’re 
looking at how to best support play and welcome different views on the most effective way 
forward.”

Play Scotland hopes that contributions from leading figures and supporters of children’s Play 
throughout the world will provoke and stimulate debate to assist us to formulate innovative 
ways to improve children’s play experiences in Scotland.

Marguerite Hunter Blair, Chief Executive of Play Scotland said “we know that there is strong 
cross party political support for a play strategy in Scotland.  We welcome the announcement 
on 11 th December for a Play Strategy in England underpinned by significant financial 
resources.  The equivalent investment in Scotland for Playgrounds and Adventure 
Playgrounds would be £21.3M and the equivalent investment in Youth Centres would be 
£15.7M . This is on top of the £155M invested in Play by the Big Lottery in England*.  
Wales already have a Play Strategy and Implementation Plan in place underpinned by Big 
Lottery (£13M) and Assembly funding and Northern Ireland currently have a Play Policy 0-12
years which is being extended to cover a wider age range”.

Play Scotland is concerned with the current culture to plan risk averse childhoods for our 
children which results in them having a benign bubbled wrapped play experience.  We need 
to move from paranoia about protecting our children to promoting resilience where our 
children can learn and grow from adversity and manage risk not eliminate it.  What we are all 
working for is more child friendly communities which support the balanced development of 
our children to sustain the future of our Nation.

**** END ****



Notes for Editors
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Marguerite Hunter Blair, Chief Executive will be available for Press Comments, please 
contact
07795 954856

* Scotland’s equivalent of Big Lottery for Play should have been £20M - to date there has 
been no Play Funding stream from the Big Lottery Fund in Scotland.

About Play Scotland

�i Formed in 1998 to support the Child’s Right to Play and make children’s play rights a 
reality in Scotland 

�i Membership organisation and registered charity funded by the Scottish Government

Priorities for Play Scotland

�i Political Lobbying for a Play Policy and a Strategic Approach to Play in Scotland

�i Developing Strategic Resources to support the Play Sector in Scotland

�i Workforce Development of the Playwork Sector

�i Research into Play Provision in Scotland (space to play, time to play, funding for play)

Background information on figures
These has been complied by Dr John Mckendrick from the Glasgow Caledonian University.

- based on 2006 mid-year population estimates (latest estimates, released in 2007)
- based on population totals and not population living in deprived communities
- playgrounds and adventure playgrounds are calculated based on 0-13 age group
- youth centres are calculated based on 14-17 age group

Equivalent levels of investment
- The £225 million to be invested in playgrounds and adventure playgrounds in England is 
equivalent to £21.3 million in Scotland
- The £160 million to be invested in state of the art youth centres in England is equivalent to 
£15.7 million in Scotland

Dr John McKendrick Contact number: 07793 113785 available for press interviews

Full details of the Secretary of State’s announcement can be found at: 

www.dfes.gov.uk/publications/childrensplan


